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1 . PARAS 2 - 9 CONTAIN PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR MARCH 
23 DEPT BRIEFING FOR USE ONLY IF ASKED: 

2. Q: HAS THE TOWN OF MUTSHATSHA BEEN TAKEN BY THE 
INVADERS? 

A: WE UNDERSTAND THAT MUTSHATSHA HAS BEEN TAKEN. 
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3. Q: WHAT ABOUT THE MISSIONARIES INSIDE THE AREA HELD 
BY HOSTILE FORCES? 

A: REPORTS REACHING OUR EMBASSY IN KINSHASA INDICATE 
THAT THEY ARE ALL WELL. 

4. Q: IS THERE ANY FURTHER WORD ON THE AID REQUEST? 

A: THE ZAIRIAN AID REQUEST REMAINS UNDER CAREFUL STUDY; 
NO FURTHER DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE. 

5. Q: DOES THE EMBASSY IN KINSHASA PLAN TO SEND 
OBSERVERS TO WESTERN SHABA TO OBTAIN A CLEARER PICTURE 
OF WHAT IS ACTUALLY HAPPENING THERE? 

A: THERE ARE NO CURRENT PLANS TO SEND EMBASSY PERSONNEL 
TO THE SHABA OPERATIONS AREA, THAT IS, THE REGION FROM 
KAPANGA SOUTH TO DILOLO AND EAST TO MUTSHATSHA. WE DO 
HAVE A CONSULATE, HOWEVER, IN LUBUMBASHI, THE REGIONAL 
CAPITAL OF SHABA. 

6. Q: WE UNDERSTAND THAT A FORMER U.S. AMBASSADOR TO 
ZAIRE, SHELDON VANCE, IS NOW IN KINSHASA. WHAT IS THE 
REASON FOR HIS VISIT? 

A: MR. VANCE, WHO IS RETIRED FROM THE FOREIGN SERVICE, 

IS IN KINSHASA ON A PRIVATE BUSINESS VISIT, REPRESENTING 
SEVERAL AMERICAN CLIENTS OF THE LAW FIRM OF WHICH HE 
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IS A MEMBER. 

7. Q: IN SUPPORTING MOBOTU ARE WE IN DANGER OF 
HITCHING OUR WAGON TO A FALLEN STAR? 

A: FOR THE SEVENTEEN YEARS SINCE INDEPENDENCE WE HAVE 
SUPPORTED THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE. WE SUPPORT THE UNITY 
AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THAT COUNTRY. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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